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Monthly Update                      August 2016 

 

Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society  

2016 Officers & Executive Committee 
 

Tom Ramiccio, President & Sales Chair  

(561) 386-7812 

Don Bittel, Vice President (772) 521-4601 

Ruth Lynch, Secretary & Refreshment Chair 

(561) 312-5046 

Janice DiPaola, Director (561) 748-1918 

Ingrid Dewey, Treasurer (561) 791-3300 

Charlie Beck, Director, Editor & Librarian 

 (561) 963-5511 

Terry Lynch, Director & Events Chair (561) 582-7378 

Richard Murray, Director (561) 506-6315 

Gerry Valentini, Director (561) 735-0978 

Tom Whisler, Director (561) 627-8328 

Betty Ahlborn, Immediate Past President  

(561) 798-4562 
 

Appointees 

Brenda Beck, Historian 

Brenda LaPlatte, Webmaster 

Opinions expressed and products or recommendations published in this newsletter may not be the 

opinions or recommendations of the Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society or its board of directors. 

All photographs in this issue were provided  

by Charlie Beck unless otherwise specified. 

UPCOMING MEETING 
 

August 3, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

At Mounts Botanical Garden 

 

Speaker: Michael Calonje 

Cycad Biologist at Montgomery Botanical Center 

 

Subject: Cuban Cycad Diversity 

 

 

FEATURED AUCTION PLANTS:  
Kerriodoxa elegans 

Pritchardia beccariana 

 

VISIT US AT  
www.palmbeachpalmcycadsociety.com 

July  “THANK YOU” 

Door: Tom Ramiccio 

Food: Susan Cioci, Robin Craw-

ford, Janice DePaola, Janet 

James, Ruth & Terry Lynch, 

Tom & Carol Ramiccio, 

Chris Spencer 

Plants: Don Bittel, Steve Garland 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Page  

1 Upcoming Meetings  

1 Palm Society Board Contact Numbers 

2 Featured this Month: Thrinax radiata  

2 Valentini Garden Tour 

4 Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden 

8 Palm Society Annual Picnic and Best Auction of 

the Year 



2 

 

Featured This Month: Thrinax radiata  
by Charlie Beck 

 Thrinax radiata is native to the Florida Keys, 

the Bahamas, Caribbean Islands east of Puerto Rico, 

and along the mainland Caribbean coast of Mexico, 

Belize and Honduras. It grows in coastal scrub and 

pine forest, on either limestone or sandy soil. This is a 

very salt and wind tolerant palm. Its common name is 

the Florida Thatch Palm. 

 T. radiata is a solitary palm which can grow 

to an overall height of 40’. Stems typically measure 5” 

in diameter and can develop a root boss at its base. 

Palmate leaves measure 4’ across and are held on 3’ 

long petioles. Leaf bases split where they attach to the 

stem. Fronds have pendent leaf tips and a prominent 

pointed hastula. Old fronds are not completely self-

cleaning but the few fronds that persist are not unat-

tractive.  

 T. radiata is a monoecious palm with her-

maphroditic flowers. Inflorescences are arching and do 

not extend beyond the leaves. Mature fruit are white. 

This palm is a good choice for native wildlife. Birds 

eat the fruit and nest in the crown. Also, it’s a host 

plant for the Monk Skipper Butterfly. 

 T. radiata is a common palm in Palm Beach 

County. Even though its native range does not extend 

this far north, it’s a strong grower here. This palm 

loves growing in our humid climate. It is reported dif-

ficult to grow in arid areas such as California. In South 

Florida, this palm is often planted in highway medians, 

parking lots and any other inhospitable location you 

can imagine. This palm survives on its own without 

irrigation or fertilization and looks great! T. radiata 

outperforms most palms in resilience, competing with 

Sabal palmetto, Serenoa repens, and Sabal etonia for 

the toughest Florida palm.  

 One day while visiting the Palm Beach 

County Library, Lantana Branch, I noticed a group of 

these palms growing happily in the landscape. Mean-

while, right beside them was a Veitchia sp. which 

cried out for feeding. Veitchia palms are usually con-

sidered tough palms that can grow in harsh situations 

but this one was completely yellow. Right beside it, in 

the same bed, were the healthy, dark green T. radiata. 

In the same parking lot, rows of Roystonia regia palms 

are slowly dying from neglect. Many of them have 

already died. I warned the library manager years ago 

that an application of manganese sulfate would proba-

bly save them, but I guess the expense wasn’t covered 

in the budget. (See photos on page 4) The Native Plant 

Society and Palm Beach County support growing na-

tive palms and I agree, but plant palms which can 

thrive in our native soil. Just because Royal Palms 

thrive in the swampy, marl soil of the Fakahatchee 

Strand doesn’t mean they can survive neglect in a 

parking lot in sandy soil. 

 I’ve always enjoyed growing this palm. T. 

radiata was one of the first palms planted in our gar-

den. Our tallest specimen, planted 23 years ago, is 18’ 

tall measured to the lowest green frond. Vertical 

growth is slow and steady, even in a pampered garden 

situation, so these palms will not outgrow their situa-

tion. They are the perfect palm for planting beside a 

one story home. We have six palms in our garden and 

all have thrived. They have withstood hurricanes and 

flooding, and have never required any special atten-

tion. These palms are cold hardy in all of Palm Beach 

County. 

Valentini Garden Tour 
by Charlie Beck 

 The Palm Beach Palm and Cycad Society 

sponsored a tour of Gerry Valentini’s fabulous garden 

on April 9,/2016. The garden is located in the Village 

of Golf which is due west of southern Boynton Beach. 

Gerry’s garden is 1.8 acres large and is expertly main-

tained. 

 Gerry is a board member of our society and is 

a dedicated palm and cycad grower with a great sense 

of garden design. Gerry has planted a large varied col-

lection of palms and cycads, many of which are large 

and quite rare specimens. 

 The group of palm & cycad enthusiasts was 

treated to a grand tour of Gerry’s garden. Unfortu-

nately I had a previously planned commitment and 

could not attend the tour. Lucky for us, Janet James, 

society member, shared photos of Gerry’s garden for 

publication in our newsletter. Janet is a professional 

photographer. Her company is Nature Photos by Janet. 

Gerry was kind to ID the photos and provide addi-

tional photos as well.   



3 

 

Thrinax radiata 

23 years old in the Beck Garden 
Thrinax radiata 

23 years old in the Beck Garden 

Thrinax radiata split leaf base 

in the Beck Garden 
Thrinax radiata hastula 

in the Beck Garden 
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Neoveitchia storckii Pritchardia pacifica 

7 years after planting at Lantana  

Library Thrinax radiata thrives 

while Vetchia sp. suffer 

7 years after planting at Lantana 

Library, Royal Palms die in succes-

sion (single irrigation bubbler at 

base of each palm) 

Thrinax radiata root boss in the 

Beck Garden 

Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden  
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Archontophoenix alexandrae Areca catechu 

Attalea cohune Coccothrinax hybrid 

Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden  
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Coccothrinax miraguama Copernicia macroglossa 

Encephalartos manikensis var. whitlockii Hyophorbe lagenicaulis 

Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden  
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Latania verschaffeltii Latania loddigesii 

Roscheria melanochaetes Sabal mauritiiformis 

Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden  
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For permission to reproduce any article that appears in this publication,  

contact the Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society editor at beck4212@aol.com 

Palm Society Annual Member Picnic  

and Best Auction of the Year 
 

Saturday 

October 15, 2016 

 

Details will be provided next month. 

Wallichia disticha Verschaffeltia splendida 

Gerry Valentini’s Fabulous Garden  

SAVE THE DATE 


