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Monthly Update               December 2014 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

 

Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society  

2014 Officers & Executive Committee 

 

Tom Ramiccio, President  (561) 386-7812 

Don Bittel, Vice President (772) 521-4601 

Ruth Lynch, Secretary (561) 312-5046 

Janice DiPaola, Director & Membership Chair 

(561) 748-1918 

Ingrid Dewey, Treasurer (561) 791-3300 

Charlie Beck, Director & Editor (561) 963-5511 

Terry Lynch, Director (561) 582-7378 

Tom Whisler, Director (561) 627-8328 

Betty Ahlborn, Immediate Past President  

(561) 798-4562 

 

Appointees 

Charlie Beck, Librarian 

Ruth Lynch, Refreshment Chairman 

Brenda Beck, Historian 

Brenda LaPlatte, Webmaster 

Opinions expressed and products or recommendations published in this newsletter may not be the 

opinions or recommendations of the Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society or its board of directors. 

All photographs in this issue were provided  

by Charlie Beck unless otherwise specified. 
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NOVEMBER “THANK YOU” 

 

Food: Don Bittel, Deborah Crawford, Ed Napoli, 

Tom & Carol Ramiccio, Chris & Greg 

Spencer, Gerard Valentini 

 

Plants: Dale Holton 

 

Door: Tom Ramiccio 

VISIT US AT  

www.palmbeachpalmcycadsociety.com 

There will be no meeting in 

December due to the Palm 

Beach Palm & Cycad Society 

Annual Holiday Party to be 

held on December 3.  

 

Please see details on page 2. 
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DON’T MISS THE  

2014 ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY  

AND SPECTACULAR PLANT GIVE-AWAY 

 

December 3, 2014 

At Mounts Botanical Garden 

 

5:00 - The Door Opens 

6:00 p.m.—The Feast Begins 

7:00 p.m.—Plant Give-Away Begins 

(Sorry, for members only) 

Please bring a covered dish,  

dessert, or non-alcoholic beverage 

Donated plants of all kinds for  

the give-away are most welcome.  

So please be sure to donate one or  

more of your favorite plants. 
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Heterospathe cagayanensis in the Beck garden. 



4 

 

Random palms at Mike Harris’ (Broward) garden. 

Ruth Lynch lending scale  

to Corypha umbraculifera 

Arenga pinnata 

Terry Lynch lending scale  

to Copernicia ekmanii 

Oregon PowerSharp chain sharpener 

Oregon PowerNow 40V chainsaw 
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FEATURED THIS MONTH: Heterospathe cagayanensis  
by Charlie Beck 

 Heterospathe cagayanensis is a small pin-

nate palm native to the Cagayan Islands in the Philip-

pines. It can either be acaulescent (without above-

ground stem) or have a slow growing upright stem. It 

naturally grows in shady moist forests. The main at-

traction of this little gem is its colorful purple petioles 

and inflorescence. Emerging leaves are bronze with 

purple mid veins. Like other Heterospathe species, 

this palm is monoecious. 

 We planted our H. cagayanensis in 2006. It 

seemed unaffected by our record cold winters of 2009 

and 2010. Leaves grow to a maximum length of 

6’and are mostly upright so this palm doesn’t require 

much space. I’ve never noticed any micro-nutritional 

deficiency when fertilized at the recommended rate. It 

is planted in an area that occasionally floods after 

heavy rain which doesn’t seem to faze this palm. It is 

planted in ‘sugar sand’ soil which has been enriched 

by frequent heavy applications of mulch. Our speci-

men is acaulescent so it will always be at ground 

level for easy viewing. 

 This little palm always draws my attention. I 

can’t walk by it without stopping to admire it. The 

colorful petioles and emergent leaves are the standout 

features but the older fronds also look quite healthy. 

It hardly takes up any space at all so every collector 

should have one. This palm isn’t usually available at 

local nurseries so you have to be vigilant if you want 

to find it for sale. I’ll try to obtain a few of these for 

our meeting auctions. If our specimen produces seed 

this year, I’ll propagate it for auction.   

 

A Chainsaw Journey 
by Charlie Beck 

 Over the years I concluded that a chainsaw is 

an integral tool for maintaining the garden. I am a fan 

of lopping shears. They are a timesaver when cutting 

small to medium woody branches and palm fronds, 

but lopping shears cannot cut large palm fronds like 

those of Attalea or Borassus, or prune large woody 

branches. I’ve tried using battery operated reciprocat-

ing and circular saws, but they just can’t measure up 

to using a chainsaw. I’ll share my quest to find a reli-

able, easy to use, chainsaw which meets most garden 

maintenance requirements. 

 In 1993 we purchased acreage which has 

become our palm garden. Back then it was mostly an 

open field, but it did have several category 1, inva-

sive, exotic trees such as earleaf acacia and 

maleleuca. All of these trees had to be removed prior 

to building our home. At that point I had no experi-

ence cutting down trees. We were lucky that all of the 

invasive exotics were located in areas void of desir-

able plants. This gave me a chance to learn how to 

use my newly acquired chainsaw.  

 I bought a gas powered Craftsman model. It 

seemed to do the job but, like most inexpensive 2 

cycle garden tools, it soon required service beyond 

spark plug replacement and carburetor adjustment. It 

seemed service centers felt that it made sense to re-

place the chain saw rather than have it serviced. I 

repeated this process a few times and then decided to 

upgrade to a Stihl chainsaw.  

 My experience with the Stihl chainsaw was 

similar to the Craftsman model. I didn’t notice much 

of an improvement in performance or durability. 

When you use a chainsaw as seldom as I did, they are 

usually difficult to start and if you turn it off it might 

not restart at all. Now there might have been minor 

adjustments which could have improved perform-

ance, but I wasn’t inclined to take the chainsaw to a 

repair shop. I made adjustments per owner manual 

directions and made do with how it ran. I typically 

walked around the garden pruning and cutting as I 

went. I let the chainsaw idle between cuts. I usually 

continued the process until the chainsaw ran out of 

gas so not to foul the carburetor with stale gas.  

 Sharpening the chain is another issue. 

Chains do become dull and it’s best to have several 

spare chains on hand. I usually accumulated four or 

five dull chains before I trekked to the saw sharpen-

ing service center. Of course a return trip was re-

quired to pick up the sharpened chains. I never tried 

(Continued on page 6) 
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to sharpen the chains myself. I didn’t feel that the 

time required to sharpen them myself was worth the 

cost of having them professionally sharpened.  

 One day we were watching the PBS show, 

This Old House. Roger Cook used a chainsaw and 

showed the viewers a new way to sharpen a chain. He 

showed a nifty sharpening devise which clamped onto 

the guide bar. Once this sharpener was snapped in 

place you could sharpen the chain while you ran the 

saw and applied pressure to the end of the guide bar. 

Sparks flew out of the sharpener and then the chain 

was razor sharp. Wow, this devise would eliminate 

disassembly and reassembly. It would eliminate treks 

to the saw sharpener and the cost of sharpening. I had 

to try this gadget. This sharpener was the Oregon 

PowerSharp sharpener. The one thing Roger Cook 

didn’t say was that you need to replace the guide bar 

and the chain with ones specifically designed for use 

with the sharpener. The price of the new guide bar, 

chain and sharpener would surely be recouped by not 

needing to travel to the service center and paying for 

chain sharpening. I bought a new guide bar and chain 

for my Stihl chainsaw. I was really impressed with 

how this product could sharpen the chain without 

disassembly. You can sharpen the chain 4 or 5 times 

before replacement is necessary. Now that chain 

sharpening was no longer time consuming and expen-

sive, I needed to find a chainsaw with an easy start, 

reliable motor. 

 The next chainsaw I tried for light pruning 

was the 18V battery powered Ryobi model which 

used the same battery as my portable drill. I was 

really disappointed by this lightweight contender. It 

came with a 10 inch bar which meant that the short 

chain would need sharpening more often. There was 

no Oregon sharpener available for this Ryobi model 

so I would have to go back to getting the chain pro-

fessionally sharpened. This unit was grossly under-

powered, but the worst thing about this chainsaw was 

that the chain oiler was not automatic. You had to 

press on a bulb while running the saw to lubricate the 

chain. If this worked properly this saw might have 

been barely acceptable, but the oil reservoir tended to 

leak so when you needed oil, the reservoir was empty. 

I soon retired this failed product. 

 Next on the scene was Oregon PowerNow 

40V Chainsaw. Being battery powered you could shut 

it off between cuts without fear of it not restarting. If 

the automatic chain oiler actually worked and the 

electric motor provided adequate power (unlike the 

18V Ryobi model) it might be the perfect chainsaw 

for garden maintenance. Did I mention that this 14 

inch chainsaw has a sharpener built into the unit? All 

you need to do is press on a lever to sharpen the 

chain.  It requires no gas, no pull cords and is rela-

tively quiet. As long as the battery is charged it starts 

every time and there is no battery fade. You can buy 

it with a standard or a high capacity lithium-ion bat-

tery. I bought the high capacity battery and it’s adver-

tised to run for 45 minutes between recharges. It takes 

about 2 hours to charge. The battery comes with a 

built in charge indicator. You push a button on the 

battery and it lets you know how much charge is left. 

Now don’t expect this unit to have the power of gas 

engine models. If I were cutting down a large pine 

tree, I would still use the Stihl. But for most tasks in 

the garden this is the perfect chainsaw. I can’t re-

member the last time I fired up the Stihl. Oregon has 

a display video on their website if you want to see 

this saw in action. I see Ryobi and Stihl are now mar-

keting 40V and 36V chainsaws, but they don’t have a 

built in chain sharpener. I couldn’t be more pleased 

with my Oregon PowerNow chainsaw. 

(See photos on page 4.) 

(Continued from page 5) 

For permission to reproduce any article that appears in this publication,  

contact the Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society editor at beck4212@aol.com 


